
November, 2022 

Letter from the Principal 
 

Dear BIA West Families, 

 

Happy New Year, and welcome back to school! We hope you had a 

safe and healthy winter break. The new year is always a time for re-
flection.  
 

While the past two years have had some ups and downs, we continue 
to move forward. I want to acknowledge our incredible staff for the 
countless ways they work to guide and teach our students with creativity and kindness. 

Thank you to all our families for your ongoing support in these challenging times. We are 
grateful to be able to do what we love: work with your children.  
 

 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome our new dedicated and talented staff: Ms. Allen 
(administrative assistant), Ms.Garner (behavior intervention support staff), and Mr. Feder-

line (PE teacher). Ms. Allen's strong customer service background has significantly impact-
ed multiple Baltimore City communities. Ms. Garner has 20 years of experience in behav-
ior intervention and juvenile services. Mr. Federline has 23 years of experience as a PE 

teacher. His official start date will be February 14, 2023. They are all great additions to 
our BIA West school community. 
 
 

January is our mid-year assessment month to measure our reading and math growth. The 
data indicates that we are making progress in reading and math, but we need to work 
harder to become proficient in math. Please continue to encourage your students to com-

plete their i-Ready lessons. Our goal is for all our students to be skilled in reading and 
math by the end of the school year. Your help and support are critical to us. Teachers 
spend a minimum of 45 minutes a week focusing on i-Ready lessons.  

 
Please also make sure your students are completing their lessons. We provide students in 
grades 2-3 and middle school with Extended Learning Opportunities in Math and ELA. 

We are preparing your child(ren) for the MCAP 2023 state assessment, to be administered 
in April. The statewide release of MCAP 2022 scores will be available at the end of Janu-

ary.  

 

Thank you again for the work that you are doing each day to support your child's learn-

ing. Without your help, it would not have been possible for us to accomplish this. 

 

Sincerely,  

Keting Xiao, 

Keting Xiao, Principal 
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BIA West Celebrates Black History Month 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

:  

Each year, the United States observes Black His-

tory Month, also known as African-American 

History Month. Officially recognized by the gov-

ernments of the United States and Canada, it 

has been celebrated more recently by the gov-

ernments of Ireland and the United Kingdom. 

2nd Grade students had their sights drawn on the solar system. Their collaboration was 

remarkable, as they compared our planet to a giant pizza. It was a wonderful experience 

for them to identify continents, countries, states, and cities!  

2nd Grade Spanish Immersion Class 
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Second Grade Spanish students engaged 

in writing letters in Spanish. It was amaz-

ing to see how much they have learned 

in mastering the basics of the Spanish 

language and now writing.  

“We are so proud of them.” said the 

teacher 
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You've probably heard people say, "When will I ever use this," about many math concepts. 
You need to be in a math-related career to be able to use higher-level math skills. However, 
counting money is one of our daily math skills.  
 
Counting money is one of those skills that will last a lifetime. Therefore, we must guide them 
to mastery of this skill.   

LEARNING COUNTING OF $1, $10, AND $100 BILLS 

Learning centers 

and rotations for 

third-grade Spanish 

students. Their 

math review and 

reinforcement fo-

cused on multipli-

cation and division.  

 

Practicing and ap-

plying learned con-

cepts gives our stu-

dents a chance to 

become fluent in 

their knowledge. 

3rd Grade Spanish enjoying a delightful morning in their social studies Class. 
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Kindergarten 
Spanish students 

are learning their 
syllables and 

drawing and how to 
put those syllables 

together to form 

objects.  

Spanish Kindergarten enjoying a delightful morning in their social studies Class 

 

"The children are truly 

unique! We are teaching our 

Kindergarten students how 

to write and read the sylla-

bles Na, Ne, Ni, No, and Nu 

and how to draw the com-

munity where they live for 

their social studies class." 

Sheily L. Ruiz  

 Spanish Kindergarten 
Teacher 
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JANUARY WAS AN EXICITING TIME IN THE GYM 

3rd Grade French Immersion Class Migration Project 

The 3rd Grade French Immersion Class worked and 

collaborated on their Migration project. 

During their lesson, they learned an essential factor: 

when working as a team, you can accomplish a great 

deal, just like they did on their migration project. 

French immersion students 

in 3rd grade worked in 

small groups on their math 

assignments.  

 

Using manipulatives, they 

understood the topic and 

came up with solutions. 

Others listened as their 

French teacher explained 

on the board. 
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2nd Grade French Immersion End of Unit Project.  

The 2nd grade had a blast working on their 

End of IB Unit Project. Their project theme 

was "My present is the reflection of my past." 

Their teamwork was excellent, and they dis-

cussed milestones from their past, such as 

when they first walked and lost their teeth.  

 

It was fun! Their bonding activity brought the 

classroom community closer together and 

strengthened their bond. 



News from the IB Programs 
 

The IB learner profile for the month of Jan 2023 is Reflective 
Thinking.   

 
Reflective Thinking means taking the bigger picture and 
understanding of all its consequences.  Reflective 
Thinking means truly trying to understand why you did what 

you did, and why that's important. 
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The 3rd Grade French Immersion Class 
worked and collaborated on their Migration 
project. 
During the lesson, they learned an essential 
factor: when working as a team, you can ac-
complish a great deal, just like they did on 
their migration project. 
 
When we asked Varah's teacher how she be-
came a student of the month, she said, "When 
Varah enters the classroom, she always sits 
quietly. When Varah does not know a word 
in French, she asks: "Madame, comment 
dit-on...?" Her question in English means: 
"Madame, how do we say this word in 
French?"  
 
"That is Varah, always asking questions and 
trying to improve her vocabulary and learning 
skills. That is why she's our IB student of the 
month." 

Congratulations  

3rd French IB Student of the Month 

Varah Washington 



News from the Community 
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SAVE THE DATE 
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Shout Outs! 

We want to shout out to our parents, staff and students for a 

wonderful month of January. You all were awesome. 

 

“The road to success is al-
ways under construction.” 
– Lily Tomlin   

SMILES THAT MAKE OUR DAY! 


